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serves, the Congress all the more, even as I hope to do.
Who knows that those of us, who retire, may not be able
to give our comrades the faith they seem, for the moment,
to have lost?
Rajaji was the framer of the resolution. He was as
certain of his position as I was of mine. His persistency,
courage and utter humility brought him converts. Sardar
Patel was his greatest prize. He would not have even thought
of bringing up his resolution, if I had chosen to prevent
him. But I give my comrades the same credit for earnest-
ness and self-confidence that I claim for myself. I had long
knovni that we were drifting away from each other in our
outlook upon the political problems that face us. He will not
allow me to say that his is a departure from Ahimsa. He
claims that his very Ahimsa has led him to the point which
culminated in his resolution. He thinks that I suffer from ob-
session owing to too much brooding on Ahimsa. He almost
thinks that my vision is blurred. It was no use my return-
•ing the compliment, though half joking I did, I have no
proof, save my faith, to question his counter faith. That is
evidently absurd. I could not carry the Committee with me
at Wardha and so I got my absolution. I at once saw as
clear as daylight that, if my position was not acceptable,
Rajaji's was the only real alternative. I therefore encourag-
ed him to persist in his effort, though all the while I held
him to be hopelessly in the wrong. And by exemplary pa-
tience, skill and considerateness towards his opponents he
got a good majority, five remaining neutral. I had a fear-
fiil moment. Generally such resolutions are not carried by
the majority vote. But at this juncture unanimity was not
to be expected. I advised that Rajaji's resolution should be
enforced. And so at the last moment the Committee decided
that the resolution should go forth to the world.
It was necessary for the public to have this back-
ground to the tremendous step the Committee have taken
for good or ill. Those Congressmen who have a living faith
in the non-violence of the strong will naturally abstain. For
the moment, however, what they can do is wholly irrelevant.
Rajaji's resolution represents the considered policy of the

